
X H HE IBT>JJSTIAA3!I0» OP AS ACSISJOT WHICH QCCUBRKD 021 THK 
ATLANTIC COAST LIHE HAI120AD, lT£fl.R TIMM3HSVILLE, S.Q.. , 

OS JULY 18, 1918.. w 

Heveraber £5, 1918, 

OH July 18, 1918, tli are was a rear-end collision ID at ween 
two freight trains on tha Atlantic Coast line Bailroad at Ttramois-
ville, 3. C* t which ra suited in the de^th of on© tropin ye o and the 
injury of two employee a. After investigation, the Chief of tha 
Bureau, of Safety reports as follows: 

Ehia acoldest ooourred on that part of the Colranbia dis
trict of the first division of the Atlantic Coast line Railroad 
Which ©stands between Floronoe, S. 0., and Bobbins, S. C,, a dis
tance of 138 alias* It is a single tragic line over which trains 
are operated by tima-table and train orders transmitted by tele
graph* The general direction is north and south. Ho block 
signal system is in use, and trains in tho same direction are 
spaded by rule which re quires them to keep at least ten minutes 
apart, except in closing up at stations. 

Southbound freight train Ho. 209, in charge of Conductor 
Foxworth and Engineman Cap cell, consisted of engine 1019, 39 ears 
and a caboose. It left Florence at about 3.30 a.m. en route for 
Augusta, 8a., and while passing Timmonsville, 11,4 miles south of 
Florence, was struck by southbound freight train Ho. 819 at about 
4.B6 a.m. 

Southbound train lo, 219 consisted of U, S. A, locomotive 

1062, 38 oars and a caboose, in charge of Conductor Jackson and 



En^inecaaa Creech,. 'She engine was built In aco or dance with 
Russian apecifloatloaa, aad was equipped with an oil headlight 
and had no lights in the oab, Shis train left IPlorenoe at 
a "bo ut 3,40 a.m. and was running at a spaed estimated at IS miles 
an hour whan it collided with So, 209. 

The air "brakes on both, trains were inspected before 
departure and reported in good condition. 

Aa a result of the oollislon t h e caboose of train So. 
£09 was telescoped by the steel underframe box oar immediately 
aasa.d of it for almost its entire length, and the flagman who was 
riding in the caboose was killed, while t h e conductor T h o was 
w i t h him was seriously injured. jjhe impact broke the brake pipe 
on t h e rear of train 209, causing t h a air brakes to apply and 
resulting in a drawbar being pulled out on about th© tenth car 
"b&Gk from the engine. 2hc pilot on engine 105£ of train 219 
waa destroyed, the front end of engine damaged and all but the 
rear pair of drivers derailed to the left or east side t r a G k , 

the engine remaining in an upright position on the roadbed* Ihe 
third oar from the engine of train 219 was thrown off its trucks 
aad lay on its side west of the traok, while the fourth ear of 
that train wae crashed between the second and fifth e&rs and 
practically destroyed. 

North of tile point of aooident t h e traok is straight 
for a distance of three miles aod on a slightly ascending grade 
for a distance of a li' tie over one mile. 

About 930 f e e t north of the station at rimmonevlHe the 



Seaboard Air line tracks cross the traoks of the Atlantic Coast 
Line at ri^ht angles. Movements over this crossing and switches 
connected therewith are governed by an interlocking plant, the 
operating tower of which is located in the southwestern corner of 
the intersection formed by the two roads. The home signal 
governing sotthbound movements on the itlantic Couet Line i3 
located shout 375 feet north of this to^er and tne distant signal 
is located 2145 feet north of bhe home signal, About 560 feet 
urth of the distant signal is the w>rth switch leading to the 
northbound passing, traok at ? Lmmonsrille. There is a dwarf 
signal located between tho main and passing traoks 84 feet south 
of the home signal, the color indication o2 r,hioh W 9 3 red at the 
time cf the accident. The collision occurred about 166 fe-at 
south of the intersection of the two rosds. All the signal 
lights of the interlocking plant arid the 3 wit oh lights were burn
ing aud in good condition. The weather was dark and slightly 
hasy. 

Conductor Foxworth of lie. 209 stated that he left 
Florence at 3.30 a.m. and on approaching Tirarooneville the inter
locking signals were against him and his train slowed down con
siderably before the home signal cleared. Ho was Bitting- in the 
caboose with flagman Killiaa opposite and observed that I?o. 219 
was following them right along, The flagman went to the rear- of 
the cab and called to him "look out," but before the conductor 
could get off his seat the train was struck. Conductor Foxworth 
Stated that he saw no reason for the collision, ao So. 219 followed 

them from Florence yard to CimiEonsville at a safe distance, and 



hie train had a good pair of markers, though he did not know 
whether the markers had "been given any attention "between Florence 
and Hfimmonsville. He further stated that "both trains were 
running at a "bout the game speed and had often run olo ae together 
without spacing each other with fusees. He stated that in oases 
where trains follow each other the rear train sees the train 
ahead and keeps within safe distance, hut if the leading train 
stops the other is flagged with a fusee at -night; in this instance 
he saw no need for a fusee as train £19 was not close enough. He 
said the headlight of S19 was not very "bright, and was burning 
dimmer than the usual light. He said his train was moving at a 
speed of about 8 miles an hour when the collision oo our red. His 
markers were equipped with 8-day burners with a globe to protect 
light from the wind and prevent flickering, and when markers are 
kept clean they give a very bright light. He did not examine 
the markers after the flagman lighted them on this trip, but 
felt satisfied that if they had not been all right the flagman 
would have said something about it, if the protecting globe had 
become broken or cracked so a s to permit air to get to the 
flame the light would have fliokered, but he had never had one of 
these globes break in a lamp. His train made no stops between 
JPlorenoe and 'fimmonsville, and he said Flagman Killian was a 
first-olaee flagman. 

Engineman Cappell of Ho. 809 stated that his train left 

Florence at about 3.30 a.m. When he reached the station board 

at 2?immonsvllle he sounded the whistle and saw the distant 

signal of the interlocking plant showed gr sen. He sounded four 



blasts of the whistle for the signal and it still remained green. 
He then sounded two blasts for the signal and had re due ed speed to 
about 4 or & miles per hour before it changed to white, whereupon 
he applied the steam and moved ahead about two train lengths and 
was running 6 or B miles an hour when he felt the air apply. 
Thinking an air hose had burst, he sounded whistle for the flag
man, got down on the ground with a tor ah, and went back about ten 
ear lengths, when he found a drawhead pulled out. Having dis
posed of the disabled car, which took eight to ten minutes, he 
oame back and coupled on and found that Ho. E19 had run into the 
rear of his train. He did not know just when the collision 
occurred, but is of the opinion that it happened while the train 
was in motion. He stated that he could see the distant signal 
about one-half a mile, but could not see the home signal until 
after passing the distant signal on account of the home signal 
being in line with the semaphore signal. The weather did not 
interfere with the observance of signals, and thought his caboose 
could have been seen a dlstanoe of half a mile. 

Fireman Commander stated that at the time they were 
approaching Timmonsville engineer was blowing for blook. Their 
speed then was about 13 or SO miles an hour. He kept looking 
out ahead and noted that the distant signal was green and the home 
signal red. The engineer called for ho#a signal twloe and in the 
meantime slowed down to nearly stop position. The engine was 
about 100 or 150 feet from signal board when it got signal. After 
train slowed down one of the cars had to be set off on account of 
drawhead trouble and on coming baok he found that a oollision had 



occurred. He did not near the whistle of £19 and further stated 
that on getting into Timmonsvllle it Is difficult to distinguish 
the station semaphore from the home signal for the reason that 
they are la line aad opposite each other. 

Brakeman Molendon of lo. 809 stated that the speed of 
his train from Florence to Timmonsville was 18 to SO miles an hour* 
He rode on the engine all the way. On approaching Ticnm one vi lie 
the engineer had to blow twice for distant Eignal. After first 
whistle he reduced speed considerably and at time of passing 
Seaboard Air Line oroasing his soeed was from 6 to 7 miles an hour* 
He then came to a standstill and air went down. He got down on 
engineer's side, went back 10 oar lengths, and found a drawhead 
out of one of the coal cars* After setting this bad order oar 
off, he went back to couple up aad was informed by brakeman of 
Ho. 819 that the rear of his train had been run into. He stated 
that when he looked back at Ebeneaer (which is 5& miles from 
Florence) his marker on left side was a little dim. 

Conductor Jackson of 219 stated that his train pulled 
out on the main line ten minutes after lo. 209 had left and his 
caboose passed the terminal board at about 3.45 a.m. He pro
ceeded at a speed of from 12 to 14 miles an hour until tho train 
reached Revells Curve, about £ miles from the terminal board; then 
speed was increased to 19 or 20 miles an hour until the station 
board at Eimmonsville was reached, when steam was shut off and 
speed reduced to 10 or IS miles an hour. Shortly thereafter he 
felt the air brakes being applied in emergency, followed by the 
collision. He was sure his train did not leave until ten 



mi.Li ves Bxuex BO* BL* , and staged nhat n©n une latter is ft 
Florence he noticed thet while the right hand marker was burning 
fairly well, the left hand one was flickering. He thought, 
however, the markers could be seen for at least half a mile. He 
also Btated that it was cot the practice to follow a preceding 
train too closely outside yard limits. 

Engineman Greeeh of So. 219 stated that when No. 209 
left Florence he noticed that the markers wese very dim, particular
ly the one on the left side. He followed that train through the 
yard and when he passed the terminal board at about 3.40 a.m. and 
moved his train out onto the main line the markers of train £09 
had disappeared around a curve about 1^ miles distant. He stated 
that upon approaching Timmonsvllle he kept a careful lookout ahead 
and saw the interlocking signals indicated clear track. He did 
not see the markers on the caboose of Ho. 209 until he had passed 
the home signal and was within about 200 feet of that train. Ho 
caution signal was set to indicate that there was anything on the 
main line. She speed of his train at that time was about 18 
miles an hour aad he immediately made an emergency application 
of the air brakes which reduced his speed to about 8 miles an 
hour when the collision occurred. He stated that the bright 
signal lights and street lights prevented him from seeing the 
markers on 809 sooner; also that 209 was permitted to make a speed 
of 50 miles an hour while his speed, on account of the type of 
engine he was running, was restricted to 20 miles j he therefore 
did not expect to find 209 at Timmonsville, at least without 
protection. He stated that his engine was equipped with an oil 



headlight, which waa burning roperly and that he sounded the 
whistle at the station board, which was about 60 oar lengths from 
the caboose of Ho. 209. Before leaving Florence his brakes were 
tested aad found working ell right, but whan he made the emergency 
application at Timmonaville the brakes on the engine did aot hold 
Isary well. He did not think that ilo. 209 was moving at the time 
of the collision and stated that it is customary for a leading 
train to use fusees as a protection when it drags or reduces its 
speed. 

Fireman Brown of fio. 219 stated that his train followed 
Ho. 209 out of the yard at Florence, and he then noticed that 
while one af its markers was burning brightly tho other was dim 
and flickering. He did not see any flagman around when the 
accident occurred, thou$i he understood that 809 had stopped In 
order to set off a l»sd order oar, 

Brakeman Robinson of tfn, 219 stated that he did not 
see anything of 209 until he saw a little red light at Ti'tnaonaville, 
which he made out to be one of its markers. Dhis light was dim 
and when, the engineer observed it he out down speed and put brakes; 
on in emergency. 

Flagman Byrd of Ho. 219 stated that he did not see 
anything of 209 on the road, though he heard it. The first he 
knew of accident was rvhen a window fell on his arm. He got out of 
cab, looked towards engine and saw one red ll^ht and one 7/hite, 

the latter soon turning to red. The weather at the time was hazy 
but aot so bad as to interfere with the seeing of signals. 

Brakeman Robinson of Ho. 219 stated that he was riding 



on the platform back of the tank when hie train approached iiHuoons-
ville, and when the engineman sounded the whistle for the station 
he looked ahead and saw a small red light on the right hand side 
of the track, which he afterwards discovered was a marker on 11 o. 
809. On observing or thinking that he observed this -tight speed 
was reduced and air brakes applied in emergency, the engine of 219 
being about two oar lengths from the caboose of 209 at the time. 

Tower man Wilson stated that he was working In the tower 
ftt Timmonsville on the night of the accident relieving the regular 
towerm&n, and while this was his first night as tower man at I'immons-
ville he was thoroughly familiar with the operation of the plant. 
When train 209 approached Timmonsville he was not in the tower, he 
had gone to the to lift which is about 60 feet from the tower, and 
when the engineman called for the signals three times he hurried 
back and clear ed the signal when he was near the home signal. He 
said the engineman of 209 was working a little steam as he passed 
the tower, the speed of his train being 12 or 15 miles an hour 
and the rear end of the train had not passed the tower when he saw 
219 approaching near the home signal. He first thought it was an 
engine coupled to the rear of 209, but when he found out it was net 
he threw the home signal to red. The engine of 219 was then passing 
the home signal. He thought the speed of 219 was 80 or 25 miles 
an hour at the time. The caboose of 209 was 20 or 86 yards south 
of the tower when it was struck, and he thought that the brakes 
were applied on 219 twenty or twenty-five feet before the caooose v;as 
struck. He stated that h saw only one marker on the caboose of 
209 when it passed the tower, and it was not bright. He said 



that train 209 waa moving at the time of the collision. 
This accident was caused by the failure of Conductor 

Foaworth and Flagman Gillian to properly protect their train as 
required by Rule 99(e) of the b o o k of operating rules o f the 
Atlantic Coast Line Railroad, which reads as follows; 

When the speed of a train is reduced and its 
rear thereby endangered by a following train before 
the flagman can get off, a lighted fusee must be 
thrown upon tha track at internals untjl the flagman 
can get back to protect his train. 

They also neglected to see that the markers on the rear of their 
train were in good condition. Had these markers been burning 
properly, it is probable that they would have been seen by the 
following train for a sufficient distance to enable them to avoid 
a collision. 

Towerman Wilson is also deserving of censure , for had 
he been at his post and had the signals set properly for I>So, £09 
the speed of this train would not necessarily have be^n so reduced 
as to permit Ho. £19 to close up so rapidly. 

Attention is also called to the fact that a test of 
conditions under which this collision occurred showed that the 
semaphore signal at the t alegra oh of floe in the depot at fimmons-
villa is in line with the home signal and In a measure obstructs 
the view of the latter. 

All the employees involved were experienced men and 
had been on duty but a few hours at time of accident. 

T* 1 ? . 


